
or 10 years before all the appeal processes take place, so you can consider the 
15-year hit as a death (a slow

 one) sentence.”

W
hat stands out in P

eltier’s case is the vindictiveness of the FB
I and the justice

system
.

W
ith the absence of clear proof w

ho shot the agents in 1975, the FB
I is determ

ined
that som

eone —
 anyone —

m
ust be held responsible.

H
ad P

eltier not escaped to C
anada, and had he gone on trial w

ith R
obideau and

B
utler, he, too, w

ould have been acquitted.

Flaw
s in case

Flaw
s in the case include the FB

I changing the “red pickup truck” to a “red and
w

hite van” —
 ow

ned by P
eltier, three prosecution w

itnesses recanted and claim
ed

intim
idation forced their com

pliance, the jury heard nothing of the FB
I’s suppression

of evidence or its being rebuked by the court, fraudulent ballistic evidence w
ithheld

from
 the jury and the FB

I’s later adm
ission that “w

e do not know
 w

ho killed the
agents.”

A
uthor P

eter M
atthiessen’s book on P

eltier’s case, In the S
pirit of C

razy H
orse, w

as
delayed seven years to 1992 because of FB

I legal suits against its publication.

In it, M
atthiessen interview

s a “M
r. X

” w
ho alleges he w

as the one w
ho fired the

fatal shots into the FB
I agents.

I becam
e convinced that M

r. X
 w

as B
ob R

obideau, w
hom

 I phoned in Spain and
questioned him

. H
e equivocated.

W
hen I phoned Judge H

eaney, of the 8th circuit appeal court, he also im
plied

R
obideau m

ight have been the shooter.

If so, “he had already been found not guilty of m
urder and could not be tried again,”

H
eaney said.

A
fter 34 years in prison, and considering the political and social unrest at the tim

e
of the 1975 P

ine R
idge Indian w

ars, P
eltier’s guilt or innocence is irrelevant.

S
im

ple justice and com
passion dictate he should be freed.

R
ecently, a new

 generation of P
eltier defenders have em

erged —
 one of w

hom
 —

K
athi R

obinson in M
anitoba —

 P
eltier has encouraged.

A
ssistant co-ordinator of the Leonard P

eltier defence offence com
m

ittee is his
niece, K

ari A
nn B

oushee, w
ebsite: w

hoisleonardpeltier.info.

P
eltier’s eventual release m

ay hinge on clem
ency from

 P
resident B

arack O
bam

a —
presum

ing O
bam

a has the courage to reject the FB
I’s continuing thirst to punish a

m
an they helped fram

e for m
urder.

O
therw

ise, P
eltier w

ill likely die in custody.

LP-D
O

C
P

O
 B

ox 7488, Fargo, N
D

  58106
P

hone: 701-235-2206 • Fax: 701-235-5045
E

-m
ail: contact@

w
hoisleonardpeltier.info

Flaw
ed Justice: 

The C
ase of Leonard Peltier

B
y P

E
TE

R
 W

O
R

TH
IN

G
TO

N
,

TO
R

O
N

TO
 S

U
N

, M
arch 13, 2010

Leonard P
eltier is now

 starting his
35th year in prison.

H
e is 65, and m

ore than half his life
has been spent as a prisoner.

Im
passioned supporters w

ho argued
for justice and his freedom

 in the past
have grow

n silent.

B
ored, frustrated, exhausted, they

have died, or becom
e involved in

other causes.

P
eltier has faded in m

em
ories.

These include A
m

nesty International, for w
hom

 P
eltier is still a political prisoner 

of conscience.

H
is defenders include N

elson M
andela, the D

alai Lam
a, A

rchbishop Tutu, the
archbishop of C

anterbury, m
em

bers of the E
uropean P

arliam
ent, som

e 50
C

anadian M
P

s, H
ollyw

ood m
ogul D

avid G
effen, and various Leonard P

eltier
defence com

m
ittees around the w

orld.

M
ost have dropped by the w

ayside.

R
obert R

edford m
ade a m

ovie about him
: Incident at O

glala.The B
elgian and

Italian parliam
ents espoused his freedom

. They’ve joined the ranks of the silent —
not because anything has changed, but because W

ashington w
ouldn’t listen.

S
om

ew
hat sheepishly, I adm

it to having been sidetracked to other issues over the
past 15 years.

Three tim
es I visited P

eltier w
hen he w

as incarcerated at the federal prison at
Leavenw

orth, K
ansas. S

ince then he has been m
oved several tim

es —
 to the

federal prison at Terre H
aute, Ind.; to Lew

isburg, P
a.; to C

anaan, P
a., and today

back to Lew
isburg.

A
t each, he w

as jum
ped, beaten, threatened w

ith death by so-called native inm
ates

w
hen in general population. P

rovocateurs? W
ho know

s?

P
eltier insists his only enem

ies are the system
 and justice departm

ent.

In the past I (and others) argued that the case against P
eltier w

as not only flaw
ed,

but grotesquely dishonest, unfair and unjust, replete w
ith adm

ittedly perjured
testim

ony and fraudulent evidence by the FB
I.

N
o longer should guilt be an issue —

 P
eltier is not a conventional crim

inal or felon.

E
ven if one believes he w

as guilty, he has served enough tim
e and deserves to be

free. B
ut no —

 that’s not the A
m

erican w
ay in his case.



P
eltier w

as found guilty in the 1975 shooting deaths of tw
o FB

I agents —
 R

on
W

illiam
s and Jack C

oler —
 during a range w

ar on the Lakota-S
ioux reserve at P

ine
R

idge, S
.D

., near W
ounded K

nee w
here, in 1973, there w

as a highly publicized 
71-day siege.

The P
ine R

idge range w
ar w

as betw
een traditional, back-to-our-roots Indians, 

and “progressive” m
ixed-blood Indians w

ho favoured the m
ining of uranium

 on
Indian land.

The m
ilitant A

m
erican Indian M

ovem
ent (A

IM
) sided w

ith the traditionalists, w
hile

the FB
I, B

ureau of Indian A
ffairs (B

IA
) and authorities backed the progressives.

The FB
I had labeled A

IM
 a terrorist organization, trained and financed by C

astro
and the S

oviet U
nion —

 phony charges, evolving from
 C

old W
ar paranoia of the

day. A
IM

 w
as (is) an Indian advocacy group.

In a three-year period at P
ine R

idge, over 60 m
urders occurred, not one of w

hich
w

as ever investigated, m
uch less solved.

O
n the day C

oler and W
illiam

s died —
 chasing a “red pickup truck” into the

Jum
ping B

ull com
m

unity, allegedly driven by Jim
m

y E
agle, w

ho w
as believed to

have stolen som
e cow

boy boots —
 another young Indian, Joe Stuntz, w

as shot 
and killed. N

o investigation w
as ever held.

Shots w
ere fired and returned. Som

e 125 bullet holes w
ere found in the tw

o FBI cars.

P
eltier w

as one of four Indians charged w
ith m

urder, but he fled to A
lberta, w

here
eventually he w

as turned over to the R
C

M
P.

The other three w
ent on trial, w

here one had charges against him
 dism

issed.

The other tw
o, B

ob R
obideau (since deceased) and D

ino B
utler, w

ere found not
guilty, having fired in self-defence.

The prosecution’s circum
stantial evidence against them

 w
as too thin to get a

conviction.

A
t P

eltier’s extradition hearing in Vancouver, the FB
I produced affidavits by one

M
abel P

oor B
ear, claim

ing she w
as P

eltier’s girlfriend, and had w
itnessed him

shooting the FB
I agents at close range.

It subsequently turned out P
oor B

ear w
as a m

ental case, had never m
et P

eltier,
and w

as now
here near the m

urder scene.

S
he later tried to recant, claim

ing she didn’t even know
 w

hat P
eltier looked like,

and claim
ed the FB

I threatened to take aw
ay her child if she didn’t sign the

affidavit.

The trial court judge refused to hear her testim
ony.

B
ut her fabricated affidavit got P

eltier extradited. (C
anada’s solicitor general at the

tim
e w

as Liberal M
P

W
arren A

llm
and, w

ho supported the extradition, but later
becam

e one of the strongest advocates on behalf of P
eltier, urging the U

.S
. to

review
 his case.)

A
t P

eltier’s trial, the FB
I claim

ed ballistic tests proved P
eltier’s A

R
-15 rifle had fired

the bullets that killed the agents.

This w
as later proved to be false —

 shell casings at the death scene did not com
e

from
 P

eltier’s rifle.

A
t his trial, prosecutor Lynn C

rooks said categorically that evidence proved P
eltier

“killed the agents in cold blood.” Later, in appeal, C
rooks said he believed P

eltier
had killed the agents “but w

e didn’t prove it.”

A
t a parole hearing in 1995 C

rooks said if there w
as a retrial “the governm

ent could
not reconvict.”

P
arole w

as rejected because P
eltier w

as the only one they had, even though the
court ruled that the FB

I’s suppression of evidence “cast strong doubts” on the
governm

ent’s case. The jury heard none of this.

M
ishandled key evidence

R
adical left-w

ing law
yer W

illiam
 K

unstler (now
 deceased) represented P

eltier at his
appeal —

 and m
ishandled key evidence w

hich the 8th circuit appeal judge, G
erald

H
eaney (since deceased), later said w

ould probably have gotten P
eltier freed, or a

new
 trial if he, the judge, had know

n the facts.

K
unstler apologized, and urged the judge not to penalize P

eltier for his m
istake.

I interview
ed Judge H

eaney, w
ho said he had urged then-president B

ill C
linton

through H
aw

aii S
en. D

aniel Inouye, to have P
eltier granted clem

ency.

C
linton had indicated he’d grant executive clem

ency to P
eltier, but changed his

m
ind w

hen som
e 500 FB

I agents, retirees and fam
ilies dem

onstrated outside the
W

hite H
ouse. Instead, C

linton pardoned M
arc R

ich, w
ho w

as indicted for illegal oil
deals w

ith Iran and tax evasion.

In their book G
am

e C
hange, authors John H

eilem
an and M

ark H
alperin note that

billionaire D
avid G

effen had lobbied C
linton to pardon P

eltier, w
hom

 he felt w
as

innocent. W
hen C

linton pardoned R
ich, G

effen saw
 this “as a sign of corrupted

values,” and backed O
bam

a for the presidency instead of H
illary C

linton.

In prison, P
eltier has had a rough tim

e. A
t Leavenw

orth his jaw
 w

as atrophying
w

ithout m
edical attention —

 until publicity got him
 treatm

ent.

H
e is going blind from

 diabetes, has kidney failure and is susceptible to strokes. H
e

feels occasional beatings by inm
ates are stage-m

anaged, but says w
hat cannot be

taken from
 him

 are “m
y dignity and self-respect ... even if I die here.”

The law
, in 1976, w

as that inm
ates w

ith a good record after 30 years should get
m

andatory release. W
hen P

eltier’s 30-year parole hearings cam
e up, he says “five

FB
I and governm

ent w
itnesses ham

m
ered m

e for over five hours that I should not
be released ... so the parole board gave m

e another 15-year sentence” (H
is next

parole hearing is in 2024).

P
eltier’s appeal of the parole board decision has already been rejected, despite

acknow
ledgem

ent of his unblem
ished prison record.

Prior to rejection he w
rote m

e: “I am
 w

aiting for them
 to destroy m

y appeal. I can’t
see these sam

e parole com
m

issioners changing their m
inds, so I know

 w
hat I’ll get.”

“N
ext I w

ill file in the federal courts, as w
e have som

e strong expert issues to file
on. I have no doubt w

e can kick som
e butt in court, but even if I w

in, it w
ill take five
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