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Butler-Robideau Trial
Cedar Rapids, lowa

A COMPARISON OF THE TWO TRIALS

FBI analysis of Cedar Rapids Trial:
Reasons for Not Guilty verdict®

Peltier Trial
Fargo, ND

—Only a few autopsy photos of dead
agents were allowed for fear of
prejudicing the jury.

—All auropsy photos were entered into
evidence, plus FBI Academy graduation
photos of the two agents.

—FBI Special Agene Gary Adams testified
to the presence and departure of a red
pickup truck ac 12:18 p.m., moments
after the agents were shot.

—FBI Special Agene Gary Adams denied

existence of 12:18 pm red pickup truck.

—Extensive FBI 302's encered into
evidence.

—"The Court rulings. . . forced the
government to furnish the defense with
all 302's prepared by Special Agents
who testified for the governmenc.”

—No 302's entered as evidence if agene
who wrote ic testified.

—Witnesses told of FBI coercion in
obraining their testimony.

—"The defense was allowed freedom of
questioning of witnesses. . ."”

—FBI coercion of imporrane defense
witnesses not allowed to be presented to

jury.

—Defense allowed to present testimony
concerning the number of unsolved
murders that occurred on Pine Ridge
Reservation as well as climate of fear on
the reservacion.

—"The Court continually overruled
government objections . . .” and “As a
resule, the defense inferred the FBI
created a climate of fear on the
reservation which precipitated the
murders’”.

—Defense allowed to talk of unsolved
murders occurring on Pine Ridge only
in a general sense, and were not allowed
to exhibit evidence of FBI creation of
climate of fear.

—History of FBI misconduct allowed as
testimony.

—"“The Court allowed tescimony
concerning past activities of the FBI
relating to COINTEL PRO and
subsequently allowed the Church Report
into evidence”

—No evidence regarding past history of
FBI allowed to be introduced.

—Defense lawyers and members of Bucler-
Robideau Support Group held frequent
meetings and rallies in an effort to
educate the public about June 26¢h and
events leading up to it. National press
blackout existed, but local press carried
daily relaced articles.

—"The defense was uncontrolled in its
dealings with the news media. . ."

—Judge ordered the only news carried
about Peltier could come from the
courtroom. Defense lawyers and
potential wicnesses were not allowed to
speak publicly about the crial.

—The jury was not sequescered.

—"The jury was not sequestered.”

—Jury sequestered under complete control
of U.S. Marshall Service

*Three additional reasons the FBI gave for the noe guilty verdict ac the Cedar Rapids trial were: 1) the government was pmhfbited frpm enteﬁng into
evidence cerrain collateral exhibics; 2) there was a lengthy recess after completion of the governmenc case; 3) che jury had a difficult time putting

things together because it was a complicated case.
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